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The counterfeit Prague groat of Charles I (IV) of Luxembourg (1346-1378)
produced by overlaying of the silver foil

Near the 1300 AD in the Kingdom of Bohemia was started the produce of the
coins of a new type — Prague groats. These big silver coins quickly spread in the
money market of the whole Central end Eastern Europe.

As the result, the popular coins on the monetary market become the prototype
for the produce of the forgeries. We can notice a small amount of the finds of the
Prague groat counterfeit coins. Ukrainian numismatist Andrej Kryzhanivskij explains
the small amount of the Prague groat forgeries because of the cropping of the original
Bohemian coins that was much easier than to make a forgery of the coin entirely [1,
44-45].

In this article we put the light on the unique Prague groat private forgery,
produced with the technology of overlay of the silver foil on the copper wokrpiece
(Fig. 1), while the most spread technologies of putting of the silver layer in the
Middle Age were the methods of amalgamation or tinning.

Prague groats become also the most popular coins in the territory of the
historical Volyn [2, 58]. The forgery was found as the single find near the city of
Volodymyr-Volynsky (Volyn region, Ukraine). The weight of the forgery is 2,22 g,
the size is 24 mm. We can say that the size of the forgery is close to the original
groats, but the weight is much lighter.

The visual analysis allows establishing the divergence of the iconographical
details of the forgery in compare with the original coins. The reproduction of the lion,
crown and the letters has an imitative character. This exemplar can be classified as a
private forgery, made for achieving of the profit by exchanging of it on the monetary
market for the goods or services.

The description of the obverse and reverse are:

Av.: +KAROLV...R..MVS

Rv.: *. . ... NSES

The progressive methods of the modern numismatic investigations, such as X-
ray fluorescence analyses (XRF') help to determine the method of the silver covering.
The data of the X-ray analyses (Cu 32.4%, As 0,2%, Ag 60,5%, Au 0,5%, Pb 6,35%)
shows the use of the copper wokrpiece, covered by the overlaying silver foil. Visually
we also can see the exfoliation of the foil layer.

We must say that the level of the produce of this forgery is rather high.

The question of the localization of the producing of such forgeries is rather hard.
Because of the high quality of the produce of this forgery, it could take a long time
before it was unmasked. Also the forgery could pass far from the primary place of
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production by the trade, especially if it was included in the complex of lots of original
coins to form a big sum of money.

We suppose that private persons, who were running the business of forging the
coins, had good skills in the metalwork, jewelry, blacksmith or people, who could
even have an experience of work on the official state mint.

The investigated counterfeit of the Prague groat additionally underlines the
actuality and the depth of the problem of the counterfeit in Central and Eastern
Europe in XIV century.
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Figure caption
Fig. 1.
The forgery of the Prague groat of Charles I (IV) of Luxembourg (1346-1378)

LnrocTpanii
Puc. 1
@anbcudikat npaspkoro rpoima Kapma I (IV) JlrokcemOypreskoro (1346-1378)
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danbcudikat npasbkoro rpoma Kapuaa I (IV) Jliokcem6ypra (1346-1378),
BUIOTOBJIEHHH IIIIXOM HAHECeHHs CPiOHOT (posibru

bruzbko 1300 poky B kopomniBcTBi boremist modanu kapOyBaHHS MOHETH HOBOTO
3pa3zka — mpas3pkoro rpoima. Lli Benwki cpiOHI MOHETH MIBHIKO PO3MOBCIOUAIUCH TIO
Bciif Teputopii LlentpansHoi Ta CxinHoi €Bpornu.

Sk BimoOMO, ToOMyJsipHAa Ha TPOIIOBOMY pPHHKY MOHeTa He pIJKO cTaBaia
IPOTOTUIIOM JJII BUTOTOBJIEHHS MiJIPOOOK. AJle MU BIMIYAEMO JOCUTH HEBEJIHUKY
KUTBKICTh 3HaXiJIOK (DalbIIMBUX MPa3bKuX Tpolleid. YKpaiHChbKUN HyMizMaT AHIpii
KpwxaHniBchbkHil MOSCHIOE 1Ie THM, 10 daibcudikaTtopaM OyJio mpoctiiie odpizatu
OpUTiHAJIBHI 60reMChKi MOHETH, aH1’K CTBOPIOBATH MiApoOKy «3 HyJs» [1, 44-45].

B miii craTTi AgocniKeHO YHIKaJIbHY MPUBATHY MiAPOOKY Mpa3bKOro TIpolla,
BUTOTOBJICHOTO 3a TEXHOJIOTI€I0 HaHeceHHs cpiOHOI (oNbru Ha 3aroTOBKY 13 Mijl
(Puc. 1), B Toit uyac sk OinbimicTe (ambcudikaTiB B AOCTIIKYBaHOMY Mepioji
BHUTOTOBJISIIACH METOOM MOKPHUTTS 32 JOTIOMOT'OI0 aMaJIbTaMy YU JIyiHHS.

[Tpa3pki rpomi Oynu TakoX MOIYJSpHi i B rpomoBoMy obiry Bomwmwi [2, 58].
HocnimxyBana nigpobka Oyja BUIAIKOBO 3HaiifieHa B pailoHi micta Bonogumup-
Bonuncekuit (Bonmuacbka 0071., Ykpaina). Bara BuBuae Moro exk3seMIuispy ckianae
2,22 rpamu, po3mip — 24 minmimeTtpu. BapTo BigMiTUTH, 110 po3Mip danbcudikary
HAOJIMKEHUN 1O OPUTIHAIBHUX MOHET, X04a € 3HaYyHO JISTIINM I10 Basi.

3a [JOTMOMOIOI0 BI3yaJIbHOTO aHajlidy MH MOXEMO BCTAaHOBUTH 3HAYHI
ikoHorpadiuHi BIIXWJICHHS y BHKOHAHHS OKpeMHX eleMeHTIB (anbcudikary Bif
MOHET JeprkaBHOro kapOyBaHHs. OcoOJIMBO 16 MOKHA MOMITUTH Y BUKOHaHHI JieBa
Ta KOPOHHU, OKpPEeMHUX JITep JereHiad, II0 HecyTh IMITaTUBHUU Xapaktep. Lleit
eK3eMIUISIp MOXXKHAa BIJIHECTH JO TMPUBATHUX MiAPOOOK, BUTOTOBICHUX 3aJis
OTpUMaHHs MPUOYTKY IIJISTXOM 30yTy HOro B 0OMiH Ha TOBapH Yd MOCITYTH.

Onwuc cropin danscudikary:

Av.: +KAROLV...R...MVS

Rv.: *.. ... ... .....NSES

[TporpecrBHI TOYHI METOIU JOCIIHKEHHS, K peHIeHO-(PIyOPUCIIEHTHUN aHami3
ckiany cruiaBy metaniB (POA aHani3)’ JOMOMAraloTh BCTAHOBHUTH METO[ MTOKPUTTS
MOBEPXHI 3aroTOBKHU (aiblIMBUX MOHeT. JlaHi ckiaxy mertany mnigpooku (Cu 32.4%,
As 0,2%, Ag 60,5%, Au 0,5%, Pb 6,35%) maroTb MOXJIUBICTh BCTAaHOBHUTH, IIIO
3aroToBKa ITiJ1 BAPOOHUIITBO (haIbIIIMBOI MOHETH BUTOTOBJIEHA 13 MiJli, IIOKPUTTS JJIs
HaJaHHS TiapoOIll BUTJSALY MOHET 13 JOPOTOIIHHOTO MeTally HaHeCeHe IIISIXOM
HakJIamaHHs cpiOHO1 (oaeru. BizyanabHO MOXHA TaKoXX MOMITUTH BiJUTYIyBaHHS
¢donbru Mo Mojro eK3eMIuispy. BapTo Takoxk BIIMITUTH, 11O PiBeHb BUKOHAHHS
BHBYA€E MOTO €K3eMIUISIpY MiApOOKU rpolia € JOCUTh BUCOKHM.
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[lutanHs 100 JOKami3allii BUTOTOBJIIEHHS MOJIOHUX MIAPOOOK € JOCHUTh
CKJIaIHUM. Bbyaydn BUKOHAaHUM Ha BHCOKOMY PiBHI, MOHETHUH (ayibcudikaT Mir
OyTH BUSIBJIICHUM JJIEKO BiJl Miclisl oro 6e3mocepeiHbOro BUPOOHHUIITBA, OCOOTMBO
AKIIO KHoro OyJio BKIIIOYEHO MO CKJIaJy BEJIMKOro TaMaHIls Cepell OpHUTiHATbHUX
MOHEeT. Mu TmpumyckaeMo, IO MPUBAaTHI OCOOM, IO (QaybllyBajJd MOHETH B
TOCIDKYBaHOMY TIepiofl, Majid 3HauyHI HAaBUYKH Y MeETanoo0poOlll, FOBETipHiH
CripaBi, KOBaJIbCTBI, a00, HaBiTh, MaTH JOCBiJ POOOTH Ha OQILIMHINA IepaBHI
MOHETapHI.

BuBuennii  danbcudikar mpaszpkoro - rpoury  J0AAaTKOBO  MiAKPECIIoe
aKTyaJlbHICTh Ta INIUOMHY mpobiemu miapoOoku MoHeT B LleHTpanpHiii Ta CxigHii
€pomi y XIV cromiTri.
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